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Languages of Central and Southern Iltaly
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Languages of Italy
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Curse tablets

Laos
3/Lu 63,
Laos,
c.300 BC
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Curse tablets

First examples are from Attica and
Sicily, in Greek, c. Cé6th BC

Found all over the Greek and
Roman worlds

Usually written on lead or lead alloy
(soft but durable)

Normally folded over; sometimes
pierced with nails or accompanied
by figurines

Found in graves, wells and springs, =4 Wikimedia

. Commons,
and sanctuaries by Marie-Lan
Nguyen
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Roman association of magic with Oscan
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Uettar 7. Bleitatel (Gunae ¥); im Akad, Kunst-
musewm , Bonn (C743a).
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Cumae 10/Cm 15, Cumae?, c. 100-50 BC

Uetter 7; Bleitsfel (Cunae %); im #iad, Kunst-
musewmn , 8onn (C743a).
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Oscan names =

Latin names —=

Mixed curse ==
formula

— |. harines. her. mature[-?-]
__ C. eburis.
— pomponius.

m. caedicius. m. f.

| n.andripius. n. f.

— pus. olu. solu. fancua(s)
recta(s). sint. pus. flatu

“‘May the

sicu. olu. sit

tongues of these men be rigid; may
the breath of these men be dry.” (?)
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Roman association of magic with Oscan

“ The curse which follows the names is in a mixture of Latin and Oscan...
Defixiones are special texts, in which obfuscation was often deliberately
sought to enhance the power of the magic, and it is that fact which
probably lies behind the language mixing in this case.” Adams (2003) 128.

“Once bilingual Oscan speakers had begun to draw heavily on the form of
Latin official phraseology, they were succumbing to the dominance of
Latin culture... But curse tablets add a different dimension to the picture.
Here the imitation seems to operate in the reverse direction, no doubt
because of the potency of Italian regional magic in the sub-culture of
regions in which Latin and Italic existed side by side.” Adams (2003) 145.
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Romans and Etruscan — magic and divination

Suetonius 97;
Cassius Dio
56.29
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Curse tablets in Italy by language

Greek / Central Central Etruscan
South Oscan Oscan/
Oscan Latin

Century
SUREe 2 0 0 0 0 0 0

41 BC 3 @ @ 0 0 0 0
31d BC 3 0 @ 2 0 0 0

2"d BC 1 0 0 3 0 2 1

15t BC 0 0 0 0 @ 10 5
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South Oscan
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Buxentum 3/Lu 45, Roccagloriosa, undated.

Image
from
Crawford
(2011),
by P.
Poccetti

OUFO [ue]diuvo TToAE’V 1a[1 3-4]€i[2-3]o ueT[io 1]avio {b} duwo [me]dimno polentali 3-4]ei[2-3]s met[is 1]anis {d}

U[FIo] hepio TTOAA[IE]o u[wis] heris poll[ie]s

[Y]afio @oivi[Kio] paxieo [g]lawis phoini[kis] makhies

MauepPEE [4-5]FIdI0 mamerex [4-5]widis

yava[tlo / makio [-?-] / avt[-?-] [ piv][-?-] gana[t]s / pakis [-?-] / ant[-?-] / min[-?-]
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Petelia 2, Petelia, c. 300 BC

~ N hV
NURIALN
LA gk APA M &

W AN TIE
o T |

TEAN3 ENOoMpD
Klitoys o APAE

E vk EP/MMA A
TAY TA g (KAD €i<E

L ﬁ

11(?) afeAloo vo(FIO) MO[-5-]vo €T
KNO OuoOoC apa J[ilvac yivao
Kapio Tatr(?) Mot I(VI)J 0OAAOU NOOU

. UNIVERSITY OF
CAMBRIDGE

i?ﬁli‘!’/\ rrigml 'r‘[)v\ (OA/\DMMfor

m Image from
s LR A Crawford
& NTATIO [r A T1AT 6 S /:ftft ﬁf’* qu | | (2011), drawn
(et et S T
EMAYTQ( - NT“\/O f Lazzgrin.i

Col. 1II

T
IMNEEM v as

YTE:

—— p(?) awelios no(wis) mo[-5-]ns et
kes ousos ara m[ilnas minas
karis tap(?) pispit i(ni)ym sollom esou
dekeo herma khthonie




Laos 2/Lu 46, Laos, 330-320 BC.

Image from
Crawford
(20112)
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voy(1)a(v) Fapiayv
FI1ay oTreA(1)ay
uedekav apadiav

nops(i)a(n) warian
wibian spel(i)an
medekan aradian




Laos 4, Laos, c. 300 BC

[TTa]Kl00 KaIAloo
FI[A]JA[l0]Jo aceAAI0O
VUHUWIOQO TTOTTTTAAQIO0
MIVIOO FapPIo0

[T]leTo0 Faploo

vacat

[pa]kios kailios
wi[l]l[io]s asellios
numpsios poppalaios
minios warios

[tletos warios

vacat
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Local developments in Bruttium

* Not always straightforward borrowing or code-switching

« Unusual local/regional developments that don’t happen
elsewhere in either Greek or Oscan

« Can we see these kind of developments as contact-induced?

* Might instead show the importance of local tradition in magical
language
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NOM (VERB) ACC

S8 gier [ igieReTgEd

Thurii Copia 1/Lu 47
Thurii, 350-300 BC
Image from Crawford (2011)
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Conclusions

« South Oscan appears to associate magical power with Greek

« This may be linked to the earlier use of Greek in curse tablets in Italy
* May be tradition
» May be the “correct” language for magic
« Cf. Roman association of magic with Oscan, divination with Etruscan

* Might compare also Roman association of Greek with medicine

« May be deliberate obfuscation, using the two languages best known to
these individuals, to make the curse more powerful
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The Greek in Italy Project
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The Project

Greek in Italy is an AHRC-funded research project based in the Faculty of Classics, University of Cambridge. The project

will run from January 2014 - December 2017.
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