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Do personal names in South Oscan show influence from Greek? 
 

 

1. Introduction 

 

“Le monde osque méridional à partir du IVe s. est profondément engagé 

dans la sphère culturelle grecque, et cesse de subir l’influence des Osque 

centraux.” (Lejeune, 1970). 

 

2. The nature of the corpus 

 

South Oscan – 94 inscriptions total 

173 male, 4 female name elements in the corpus 

 

 

2a. Name elements by site (most important sites for names) 

Site Total no. in corpus Total name elements 

Laos 2 40 

Rossano 30 28 

Bantia 11 24 

Crimisa 3 12 

Messina 8 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2b. Name elements by type of document 
 

Type of doc Total no. in corpus Total name elements 

Curse tablet 6 70 

Dedication 29 35 

Official 13 21 

Grave 4 7 

Tile Stamp 18 11 

Coin 8 1 

Loomweight 2 3 

Other 14 29 

 

 

3. Typical Patterns in Oscan and Greek Names 

 

Oscan: PR + GE + (PA) + (CO) 

Greek: IND + (PA) + (DE/ET) 

 

PR – praenomen, chosen by parents 

GE – gentilicium, inherited from father 

PA – patronym, father’s praenomen in the genitive 

CO – additional name, may be inherited, given at birth, or given later as a 

nickname 

 

IND – individual name, chosen by parents 

PA – patronym, father’s individual name in the genitive 

DE/ET – demotic or ethnic, determined by place of birth 
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4. Greek name elements 

 

4a. The Tomb of Largo Santa Maria La Nova, Naples, C4th/3rd, Leiwo 

(1994: 60) 

 

[tr]ebio[s z]wilou 
zwilos 
treb[i]os trebiou 

ar[i]stoboulo[s] 

trebios 
 

4b. Lu 42 – plasos 

4c. Lu 46 – Vibin boqroni(on) 

 

4d.nomyis / numyis / noyis found in both Oscan and Italian Greek (Gr. 

numfios, numyios) 

 

 

5. Order of names 

 

5a. Lu 40 – Rix (2002) version   La Regina (2002) version 

alaponis. pakVhis   […sk]alaponis. pakVhis[…] 
opies. piw-ais. eko   […]opies. piw-ais. eko[…] 

salaVs. Vale    [vac.] salaVs. Vale [vac.] 

 

 

 

 

 

5b. Lu 41 Rix (2002) version  La Regina (2002) version 

plator. si. alaponies  plator. skalaponies 

 

 

Image La Regina (2002). 
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5c. Me 5, Messina 

Image La Regina (2002). 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Graphic/phonological/morphological borrowing 

 

6a. Graphic  

Lu 45 mamerec, maxies 
 

6b. Phonological/morphological? 

Lu 46 – 

 

marae?n  oVi(n)  gaVin 

oVi(n)  sabidi(on) noyin 
noyin   medekon 
Var  Varies  oyion 
spedi(on)  noyin 
Vibin   sabidion 
marae?in  medekon 
loikin   Vibin  spelin 
statin  oyion 
medekon 
Vibin  boqroni(on) 
noy(i)a(n)  Varian 

Vibian  spel(i)an 
medekan  aradian 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Katherine McDonald, Pembroke College, Cambridge 
km440@cam.ac.uk                                        18/09/2011 
 

4 
 

7. Incidence of one-element names 

 

Totals for Central and 
North Oscan   

 

All 511 100% 

     

4 elements 16 3.1% 

4 elements, damaged 0 0 

4 elements, female 0 0 

     

3 elements 181 35.4% 

3 elements, damaged 6 11.7% 

3 elements, female 11 21.5% 

     

2 elements 200 39.1% 

2 elements, damaged 56 11.0% 

2 elements, female 8 1.6% 

     

1 element 114 22.3% 

1 element, damaged 51 10.0% 

1 element, female 8 1.6% 

1 element, gen pl 14 2.7% 

 

 

Thus, 1 element (undamaged) = 63 items, or 12.3% 

1 element (undamaged, not gen pl) = 49 items, or 9.6% 

 

 

 

 

 

Totals for South Oscan    

All 94 100% 

     

3 elements 26 27.7% 

3 elements, damaged 2 2.1% 

3 elements, female 0 0 

     

2 elements 30 31.9% 

2 elements, damaged 2 2.1% 

2 elements, uncertain 8 8.5% 

2 elements, female 2 2.1% 

     

1 element 37 39.3% 

1 element, damaged 12 12.8% 

1 element, uncertain 10 10.6% 

1 element, female 0 0 

 

 

Thus, 1 element (undamaged, certain) = 15 items, or 16.0% 
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8. Conclusions 
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